Headmasters Report
There is, without a doubt, a strong need
for many of our learners to have a spirit of
hope after the frustrations and various letdowns that they have experienced over
the past eighteen months.
Nevertheless, it is important to realise
that hope and optimism are not the same.
The differences are subtle but powerful;
so we need to be careful not to confuse
them. Optimism is an attitude of a
somewhat unfounded belief that the
world will change for the better...
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Hope, on the other hand, is a belief that together we
can make a difference. Hope can thus be a human
strength, and adopting it can help us through even
the most challenging of experiences.
Hope influences decision-making and provides
motivation. As it is an inner resource, it is more than
just a state of mind. Without it, how would we find
the motivation to pursue goals and the resilience to
pick ourselves up when things go wrong?
Hope is closely linked to resilience. Hope is being
able to formulate goals for ourselves but, in
particular, having the belief that such goals can
actually be achieved. Hope does not fade in the
face of difficulty; in fact, it often endures despite
difficulties, such as Covid. While all of us will, at
some stage, experience such challenges in life,
hope allows us to remain positive, even in the most
difficult circumstances.
Hope is more consistent than optimism. It is not
simply the thought that all will be well but a deepseated belief in ourselves, that the future will be
better than the present. Choosing to be hopeful
gives us strength, regardless of what is happening
in our lives and what we cannot control. Having
hope is more powerful than being optimistic and
helps prevent us from giving up, even when the
going gets tough.
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Covid has given us many ups and downs but, more
importantly, we must recognise that life is full of
such highs and lows. No matter how privileged we
are, we will always face challenges. In many ways,
Covid has been a leveller for all of us but hope
makes us resilient and it is powerful. It encourages
self-belief and motivates us to keep going. It is often
the last thing to hold on when everything else is
taken away. When we speak with hope, people will
listen; therefore an important additional reason to
be positive is the hope that we will inspire in those
around us.

For the first time in eighteen months, the near full
functionality of the school has started to fall into
place, and my message to you at the end of this
year is that we have every reason to be hopeful.
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As 2021 draws to a close, I find myself reflecting on
the contributions made by those with whom I am
privileged to work. I can never truly express how
sincerely I appreciate the work that is done on a
daily basis by my Deputies, Mr van Zyl, Ms McGrath
and Mrs Lunt. Thank you to the three of you for
your extraordinary commitment both to me and to
our school. To the HODs - Mrs Bezuidenhout, Mrs
van Rooyen, Mrs Maharajh, Mrs Blom, Mrs
Boggenpoel, Mrs Smit, Mrs van der Ryst, Mr Swart,
Mrs Taylor, Mr Pratten, Ms Toerien and Mr Smith thank you for a tremendous job done throughout
the year. To my staff – you are the team every
Principal dreams of, and the Board of Governors –
what a merry bunch we are! It is an absolute
pleasure to work with Mr Naidoo, the Chairman, on
board.
To the ladies in the front office and admin offices,
thank you for holding it all together. You make my
job as Principal so much easier.
To Mr Licence and his assistants, a very big thank
you for all the hard work on the grounds and
buildings. Your efforts and commitment are evident
wherever I look.
All in all, my thanks go to everyone who is
associated with Edenvale High School. I am looking
forward to many exciting things that we have
planned for 2022, just another step in our journey
from ‘Good to Great’. May we ASPIRE to greater
heights as the school continues on its road to
excellence.
Dr L Harmer
Principal

