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ISSUE NO. 8

EDITORIAL
Dear Parents and Learners

I would like to discuss the issue of ‘paying for extra lessons’ or ‘my child needs a tutor’. Does your child really need
extra lessons or a tutor? Why do a learner’s marks go down when the parents are paying so much for his or her extra
lessons? Why do parents have to pay school fees and extra lessons?

I believe that this all comes down to the fact that many pupils do not learn cri cal thinking and do not want to learn to
think cri cally, as it requires too much eﬀort. It is much easier the next day just to say to the teacher, “I haven’t done
my homework because I didn’t understand it.” My usual reac on to this is ‘Show me where you have tried! You were in
the lesson and you had your textbook, and for that ma er Google, but you preferred not even to try or asked your
parents for extra lessons’.

Life has become too easy ‐ we press a bu on and there is the informa on; we pay for a tutor, then he or she can do the
thinking and we can just relax. The problem comes during a test or exam, because the tutor is not into the venue and
the learner’s brain is not trained to do all the thinking. That is the me that they come crying out of the venue, saying,
‘I went blank – I stressed too much.’ That is a lie that they are telling themselves. They have not learned to apply their
brains to really try and figure the work out and make it their own.

Cri cal thinking is at the heart of scien fic inquiry. A good scien st is one who never stops asking why or how things
happen, and then tries his or her best to find the answer.

In a 2018 na onal survey by Tamsin Heart in the US, it was found that 93% of the business leaders in America believe
that ‘a demonstrated capacity to think cri cally, communicate clearly, and solve complex problems is more important
than a candidate’s undergraduate major’. Therefore, they would rather give candidates a test to determine their ability
to solve problems before they employ them.

‘The ability to think, reason and make sound decisions is a vital skill for the workplace – and crucial for employees who
want to do well and advance … yet many firms have expressed concerns about the lack of problem‐solving skills they
are seeing in school leavers.’

We are too quick to assist our children when they are struggling with a problem and too ready to give them a solu on,
instead of allowing them to find the answer themselves. I have found that, since 2009, when I started to let the learners
work though ques ons themselves in my extra lessons (rather than me standing in the front of the class and doing all the
thinking for them), the average of the Matric group improved tremendously. We became the top Physical Sciences school
in our District!

If you are made to think, you will learn! If someone else or a computer, where you can just press a bu on to get another
hint, is doing the thinking, your marks will NOT improve at all. Please, parents – if you want your children to do Physical
Sciences and obtain good marks, allow them to think, to suﬀer a bit with the content, to try and make sense of what was
said in the classroom, and to apply their minds. They need to apply the ABC of studying: ADD BUM TO CHAIR and FOCUS
while they are studying, with NO cell‐phone in the room.

Before you call in a tutor or pay a fortune for extra lessons, let us promote Cri cal Thinking:


Start early by encouraging your child to ask ques ons and to try to find the answers him or herself.



Ask your child to consider alterna ve explana ons and solu ons.



Do not confine cri cal thinking to purely factual or academic ma ers. Encourage teens to reason about
ethical, moral, and public policy issues. Play chess, listen to the world news, read newspapers, and discuss
what they have read.



Get your child to write: Ask: ‘Where are your notes from class? Where are your summaries?’



Start with the basics: ‘Do you know your defini ons?’



Allow your child to struggle a bit: ‘Show me where you have tried. Explain to me why you did something
in a certain way’.

We have GREAT learners with GREAT minds in our school; let us encourage them to use their brains to their full poten al.

Mrs A Smit
HOD Physical Sciences
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IMPORTANT DATES
Tuesday 27 July
Blood drive 14:00 – 16:00

ATTENTION PARENTS
One of the school’s projects is to feed the sterilised feral cats that live on the school property.

We would appreciate any dona ons of nned or dry food. Dona ons may be handed in at the front
oﬃce. Thank you to those parents who helped us feed last year. All contribu ons are gratefully
accepted.

SPORTS RESULTS
CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS
RACE 2 THABA TRAILS:

Junior boys Jamal Kamungozi 27th
Junior girls Vannia Infan 18th
Jemma Sylvester 20th
Senior Boys David Madondo 27th
Senior Girls Giulia Pecci 16th

CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS
RACE 3 RIETVLEI:

Junior boys Jamal Kamungozi 6/77
Junior girls Chandre Benne 22/58
Senior Boys David Madondo 13/104
Joshua Mackeand 15/104
Senior Girls Giulia Pecci 7/49
Phindile Dube 16/49

SHOW JUMPING
Congratula ons to Kelly Griggs, who was placed 2nd in her 80cm Compe

on Class.

RUGBY REFEREEING
Congratula ons to Temicka Tessner, who has been selected to referee the rugby Plate Women’s Final.

INDOOR NETBALL
Congratula ons to Masindi Ranthete and Melissa Strydom, who have been selected to represent Eastern Gauteng
Junior Ac on Netball at the annual Inter‐Provincial Ac on Netball Tournament.

ACROBATIC GYMNASTICS
Congratula ons to Emma Strydom, who has been selected to represent Central Gauteng in
acroba c gymnas cs.

Tutors @ Your Service
For assistance in all school subjects
Homework supervision
Our tutors provide online virtual classes during the lockdown
Contact:

Mandy: 082 217 2077
Theresa: 083 453 4792
smp@icon.co.za
www.tutorsatyourservice.co.za
www.englishforyou.co.za

LIVE ONLINE NBT WORKSHOP
Presented by Tutors @ Your Service.
Facilitated by Mrs. Heleen Rademeyer (B.Sc., B.Ed. Hons), HOD, with over 20 years of
teaching experience.
Contact: Mandy 082 217 2077 or Theresa 083 453 4792, theresa@boostmatric.co.za,
starts 17 July 12h00‐15h00 and 18 July 09h00‐12h00. Cost: R950 (for both sessions)

Just‐Tutoring


Just‐Tutoring oﬀers aﬀordable tutoring solu ons with experienced tutors and teachers.



Tutor chat for everyday help.



Check our discounted rates.



For all subjects, all grades



and university to adult courses (English, isiZulu, etc.).



Contact Bronwyn 0765498839 and admin@just‐tutoring.co.za or



visit www.just‐tutoring.co.za.



Also great designs for logos, sta onery and digital marke ng at
student design rates!



We look forward to assis ng you!

